Celebrate our natural heritage and
protect native plant communities

1. Learn more about native plants.

2. Buy nursery propagated plant material.

3. Don't dig plants from the wild.

4. Protect native plant and natural area habitat.
5. Promote responsible landscaping practices.

6. Plant native and not exotic plant species.

For more information
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EAST TENNESSEE

Unaka Mountains, Ridge and Valley,
Cumberland Plateau and Mountains
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LANDSCAPING
WITH
NATIVE
PLANTS

PROMOTES BIODIVERSITY

and endorses a land ethic that
celebrates our natural heritage

Our natural heritage

The use of native plants in landscaping is a celebration of
our natural heritage and an awakening of a land ethic first
expressed by Aldo Leopold more than 50 years ago.

The natural processes from which natives evolve repre-
sent the cog and wheel of a healthy ecosystem sustained
by a complex web of biological diversity.

Native plants have many inherent qualities and adaptive
traits that make them aesthetically pleasing, practical,
and ecologically valuable for landscaping.

Using native plants contributes to the health and often
the restoration of an ecosystem. Landscaping with
natives in an urban setting helps restore regional charac-
ter and places fewer demands on resources.
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Native
species naturally occurring in a region (indigenous)

Exotic
species introduced by humans, either deliberately
or accidentally (alien, non-native)

What are natives?

Natives are plants that evolved in place over geologic time
and are distributed across the landscape largely in
response to climatic episodes and adaptation to site
conditions related to land formation.

Natives are generally defined as plants that occurred in
North America before European settlement. This distinc-
tion is made because of the large-scale changes in the
flora that have resulted since European settlement and
the introduction of “exotic” plants.

Exotics are plants that are directly or indirectly, deliber-
ately or accidentally introduced by human action. To be
more precise, natives are natural elements of a regional
landscape. While some species are native to North
America, they may be exotic to East Tennessee.

Natives vs. exotics

While many exotics are harmless, others pose serious
threats to biodiversity. Exotics that escape and naturalize
change the floral composition of native plant communi-
ties. Exotics that invade native plant communities spread,
out-compete, and displace natives. Other exotics are
vectors for disease and exotic insects. Future introduc-
tions can be prevented by using native species.

Using natives also exhibits regional flora and promotes
our natural heritage. Natives have often been overlooked
and their aesthetic value ignored. Instead, many regions
look the same because overuse of the same exotics has
created a monotonous, predictable landscape.

Basics about using natives

When landscaping with natives match the right plants
with the right site conditions. Consider using plants that
occur together in their natural habitats. Do your home-
work before planting; study the plants and the site con-
dition information in this brochure. Visit a natural area
and observe how plants occur and design your landscape
accordingly. Buy nursery propagated plants. Remember,
landscaping with natives is art imitating nature.

Benefits of natives

O Adapted to regional conditions and may require less
maintenance and are cost-effective.

O Hardy, withstand extreme winter cold, do not suffer
from die back.

O Environmentally friendly, require fewer pesticides and
fertilizers because of natural adaptations.

Promote biodiversity and stewardship.
Provide food and shelter for native wildlife.

Restore regional landscapes.

O o o o

Prevent future exotic introductions.

Natives for wildlife

Using natives in landscaping helps sustain native butter-
flies, moths and other beneficial insects; native birds,
reptiles, mammals, and other fauna. Fall migrating birds
depend on high-energy fruits from flowering dogwood
and spicebush. Spring migrants feed G
on insects that occur on oak trees.
Beech and other native trees provide
nesting habitat, while Eastern red cedar, "
short leaf pine, and American holly -
provide winter cover and food.

[0 Don’t dig plants from the wild.
[0 Buy nursery-propagated plant material.
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